2008 • First Semester Syllabus

6th Grade Humanities, Math and Science
 Welcome to the Costa/Shaddox Team! 
Welcome to High Tech Middle!  This year you will be a part of the Costa/Shaddox  Team.  Ms. Costa will be your math and science teacher and Mr. Shaddox  will be your humanities teacher.   
Get ready to embark on a journey. We’d like you to see your education as your own personal adventure. It is your chance to explore how the world works and how you will navigate your way.
Throughout this year, we will be your guides. We will help you gain the skills and experience you need to be fully prepared for the seventh grade. With this adventure comes responsibility. We expect you to take full responsibility for your learning, your behavior and your belongings. We have high expectations for you and we will encourage you to challenge yourself and to enjoy the adventure.
Required Materials 
Humanities, Math and Science

· One box of number two pencils
· Hand-held pencil sharpener (that holds shavings)
· Pens (red and black or blue)
· One box of glue sticks
· Two pairs for scissors 
· Two 1.5 inch hard covered binders
· Loose leaf college ruled paper to fill binders
· Binder dividers (at least 5 dividers for each binder) 
· Two rolls of scotch tape 
· Two Elmers’ Glue tubes
· Ruler
· Flash drive 
· Highlighter pen
Course Descriptions
Humanities (Literature and History):

6th grade Humanities integrates history and literature into one curriculum. This year’s central topic is civilization. In history we will learn about the origins of civilization and human culture. Our studies will lead us through the cultures of Antiquity (the ancient empires of Egypt, Greece, Rome, China and India). Simultaneously, we’ll be exploring possible civilizations of the future in the literature component of our class. This semester we’ll be reading The City of Ember, The Last Book In The Universe, and The Giver. While examining the past and making speculations about the future, students will make connections to contemporary civilizations. Our class will investigate issues around the world through current events. By the end of this year, students will be able to read, understand, analyze and apply knowledge gained from news articles. We will even try to find ways to meet some of the growing challenges that our global civilization faces. Reading and writing will be a constant component of our class. Students will explore several genres in their reading/writing and become stronger editors. Students will also develop their public speaking and presentation skills through POLs (Presentations of Learning) that allow their teachers, parents/guardians, and classmates to enjoy the fruits of their learning.
Science:
This year you will be studying earth science.  We will spend the year learning about the many cycles of the earth.  You will understand how these cycles operate, how humans interact with them and how we can work to live more harmoniously on our planet.  You will research many topics about our Earth including ecology, geology, plate tectonics, energy resources, and environmental science.  Second semester we will use our earth science knowledge base to study alternative energy and “green” building.  Throughout the year you will learn how to work in groups, make real world connections with our class content and present your knowledge to your teachers and peers.  
Math:
This year you will be learning ‘number sense’ by mastering various operations with integers.  We will master fractions, percentages, graph making and some concepts in geometry and algebra.  You will do projects and assignments that will require you to analyze data, interpret information in data sets and graphs, show your work, and understand the relationship between two variables.  
Class Environment and Expectations
Our classroom will rarely be silent except during independent reading, lecturing, and testing. Students need to utilize their peers’ knowledge, opinions and abilities – this demands communication. This is not only encouraged, but expected. In our classroom we aim for discourse free from ridicule, with the underlying principle of mutual respect.

We believe these things are necessary for our classroom culture and will do all we can to support you in achieving these expectations!

Here are some basic expectations for the Costa/Shaddox classrooms: 
        Respect is always number one.  Respect yourself, adults, property, your peers, our school and the Earth.  In general, most rules fall under respect.  If you are being respectful, you are clearly on the right track. 
        Everyone has the right to learn without infringement.
        Be prepared both in mind and in materials.  

· Listen.  Follow directions the first time they are given.

        Please ask if something is unclear. We are here to help you succeed. 

· All work should have student’s first and last name, group and date. 

Homework
Humanities:

Homework will consist of finishing classroom assignments and practicing skills/content learned in class. Additionally, students will be required to read novels, short stories, expository texts and news articles outside of class. Falling behind on homework can be detrimental to a student’s grade (worth 30 percent of the overall grade) and makes it difficult to understand the material we cover the following day. We will work together as a team to encourage and help each other achieve our class goal of having a perfect homework record!

Science:
Homework for science will not be as regular but will consist of research, reading and extra work on projects.  Students will not receive “busy work” and may not have homework some nights.  However, students should be checking their progress on any on-going projects and be prepared for up-coming due dates.  
Math:
There will be homework almost every night in math.  Homework will consist of finishing problem sets from class and/or a specific assignment.  There will be a math quiz every Friday covering the week’s homework. 
Grading

Your grades will be compiled based on projects, assessments (like quizzes), homework, classwork, behavior and participation.  Projects will have rubrics that clearly explain what you will be responsible for and how much each task is worth.  Some methods of grading will be unconventional such as peer reviews and others will be traditional methods you are used to from your previous schools.  
We would like our students to concentrate on creating work that reflects a hard working attitude.  If you show us that you are challenging yourself and working with a sense of pride and accountability, you will excel in your 6th grade academic career.  

Humanities & Math/Science:
Grades will be apportioned upon the following:
Weighted Categories

55% Projects and Assessment

30% Classwork (warm-ups, quick-writes, current events, etc.) & Homework

15% Behavior/Participation
Late Policy
Students will have sufficient time, instruction and guidance to complete their work in a timely manner. Late work will be accepted , however there will be consequences as follows:
· Late assignments will receive ½ credit
· Late projects will drop a full letter grade each day past the posted deadline
 If a student is repeatedly late with their assignments a conference with parents, student, teachers and the school director will be required.    
You will always have the class syllabus, planner, and my DP to see what you have missed.  Students who have been absent have the same number of days they were gone to make up their missed work (if you missed 2 days you have 2 days to make up the work you missed).  

Important Note: 

Students will be setting up Gmail accounts for class use.  These will be used to create documents, presentations and email between teachers and classroom colleagues.  

2008 ACADEMIC CALENDAR

6th Grade Math/Science 2008 

**This schedule is subject to change according to student interest and time.

Week 1: Aug. 25-Aug. 29

Introduction to Costa/Shaddox policies and procedures

Team building activities

Math assessment Test 
My Math Profile
Week 2: Sept. 1-5

**No school Monday Sept. 3rd: Labor Day

**Half day Wednesday

Supplies DUE!

Math/Science classroom policies and procedures

Introduction to open-ended problems

Number Sense Unit: Factors, Prime and Composite, GCF, LCM

Week 3: Sept. 8-12

**HTM Back to School Night Thursday Sept. 11th

Begin Why Does Ms. Costa Have Worms Project
Continue Number Sense
Week 4: Sept. 15-19

**Half day Wednesday

Continue Why Does Ms. Costa Have Worms
Continue Number Sense
Week 5: Sept. 29-Oct. 3

**Half day Wednesday

Finish Why Does Ms. Costa Have Worms

Field Trip to the San Diego Land Fill!
Integer Operations
Week 6:  Oct. 6-10

Scientific Method mini-lab and lesson
Continue Integer Operations
Week 7: Oct. 13-17

**Half day Wednesday

Continue Scientific Method

Algebraic Thinking: Introduction to Variables
Week 8: Oct. 20-24

The Science of Energy Project

Patterns and Sequences

Open-Ended: The Halloween Problem
Week 9: Oct. 27-31

**No School Monday Oct. 27: Staff Day

Continue The Science of Energy Project

Halloween Activity
Introduction to the Base 10 System
Week 10: Nov. 3-7

**Parent Conferences Nov. 4-6

Continue The Science of Energy Project

Rational Numbers Unit: Modeling Fractions
Week 11: Nov. 10-14

**No School Nov. 10 and 11th

Finishing The Science of Energy

Field Trip to the San Diego Eco Center!

Continue Fractions
Week 12: Nov. 17-21

**No School Monday 

The Science of Energy: Parent Exhibition

Continue Fractions
Week 13: Nov. 24-28

**NO SCHOOL!!! THANKSGIVING BREAK**

Week 14: Dec. 1-5

**Half Day Wednesday

Geology ROCKS! Project

Fraction Operations
Week 15: Dec. 8-12

Continue Geology ROCKS!

Continue Fraction Operations
Week 16: Dec. 15-19

**Half Day Friday Dec. 19th

Continue Geology ROCKS!

Continue Fraction Operations

Week 16 and 17:  Dec. 22- Jan. 2

**NO SCHOOL WINTER BREAK**

Week 18: Jan. 5-9

**Half day Wednesday

Continue Geology ROCKS!
POL Preparation
Conversions: Fractions and Decimals
Week 19: Jan. 12-16

**Half day Wednesday

POL Preparation
Finishing Geology ROCKS!

Continue Conversions
Week 20: Jan. 19-23

**No school Monday

**POLs Jan. 20-22

Week 21: Jan. 26-30

**No School Monday:  Staff Day

**SECOND SEMESTER BEGINS:  Jan. 27th!**

For the second half of the year we will ask ourselves a very important essential question: How can future civilizations be sustainable?  We will embark on the Green Dream Home Project and create futuristic and scientifically savvy civilizations.   We will also dive into a project that deals with water quality and quantity issues.  More to come…
6th Grade Humanities 2008 (1st Semester)
**This schedule is subject to change according to student interest and time.

	 Weeks 1-2 (8/25-9/5)

	Building Our Community

Students will get to know classmates and prepare to be successful in the 6th grade. Activities will include team-building activities, classroom procedures, current events and an introduction to our writing skills program.

Literature: City of Ember

Students will explore themes that build a foundation for social studies and learn active reading strategies through a class reading of The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau.

	Weeks 3-5 (9/8-9/26)
	Dirt Detectives

Students will explore the field of archeology, create and present “personal culture bags,” and engage in an archeological dig to learn more about classmates.

City of Ember

The saga continues…



	Weeks 6-9 (9/29-10/24)


	The Birth of Civilization

Our class will teach itself about early Mesopotamia in a reciprocal teaching/presentation project. This will reinforce project-based learning and develop teamwork skills.

Current Events (Ongoing project)
Students will learn world geography through a series of in-class activities and group presentations highlighting news from around the world. Students will learn the basics about reading and writing news articles.

	Weeks 10-16

(10/28-12/19)
	Egyptian Civilization & Mythology

Students will study the fascinating history of ancient Egypt through a variety of "mini-projects" such as creating cartouches, sculpting soap sphinxes, and completing “web quests.” Then, students will create their own ancient Egyptian museum exhibits on topics of student interest, such as mummification, ancient Egyptian math, gods and goddesses, and daily life.

	Week 17-19

(1/5-1/23)
	POL Preparation 

Students will prepare, practice, and present POLs.

Last Book in The Universe

Students will explore elements of successful civilizations through a class reading of Rodman Philbrick's novel, The Last Book in the Universe. Students will discuss literary elements, learn related vocabulary, practice oral reading, dramatize favorite scenes, and write letters to the author.


-------------------------------------------------------- CUT HERE ----------------------------------------------------------

Syllabus Agreement

I have read the 6th grade syllabus with my parent/guardian and accept the responsibility of being a positive member of the Costa/Shaddox team at HTM.

X  





____________

Date: ____________

          (Student Signature) 

X  





______
_____

Date: ____________

          (Parent/Guardian Signature) 

