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PURPOSE
During this project we will learn more about our classmates’ lives, discover the similarities and differences between us, and experience the complex challenges faced by archeologists when they try to learn about the past.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Students will learn the following skills: 

listening and note-taking

speaking and presenting

expository writing

analysis and deduction

following directions

time management

REQUIREMENTS

Part One: Personal Culture Bag



DUE: _________________________

1. Inside a paper bag, place five items that reflect who you are and what is important to you. You may decorate the outside of the bag if you would like, but it is not required.
2. On index cards, write notes about each object describing why it is significant to you. These will help you during your presentation.
3. You will present your personal culture bag to the class. You will also take notes on each other’s artifacts and what these items reveal about each of your classmates.

When we have finished this first section we will begin the second part.
Part Two: Archeological Dig



DUE: _________________________
1. Get a small shoe box and line it with plastic wrap. (Note: you will be filling this box with moist dirt. If your shoebox is big, it will become very heavy. A small shoebox is best!) 
2. In the box, place five (5) items that tell the class about you. These items must reveal the same information that the items placed in the personal culture bag did. However, do not use exactly the same items that you used in your bag. 

Example:

If you like golf, you might put a golf ball in your bag to represent your love of the sport. But in your shoe box you could place a golf tee, a ball marker, or perhaps a divot repair tool. All of these items also reveal your love of golf. Try to be clever about this so that the connection is not immediately obvious.
Note: Some delicate items may need to be placed in a ziplock plastic bag for protection. Also, do not include items that are valuable or that you want back. Items from the box will not be returned to you.

3. Cover your artifacts with dirt and arrange them so that they are at different levels in the dirt. Then, add a small amount of water to create a moist substance.  (The inside of the box should be lined with plastic so that the box itself does not become water logged.) Pack the moist dirt containing the objects into the box and let it dry in the sun. This may take up to a week depending on the weather, so do it as soon as possible. Bringing in a sopping wet box will result in a loss of points when your project is graded.

4. We will bring these into class to excavate. Each shoe box should be brought into class in a nondescript brown paper bag. Important! NO NAME OR ANY OTHER IDENTIFYING MARKS SHOULD BE ON THE BAG OR BOX. On the box (inside the bag), put a sticky note with your name on it. Then, I will remove the sticky notes and number the boxes so that only I know the rightful owner of each shoe box.

5. We will excavate the contents of the box during class.

6. Using the notes from Part One (Personal Culture Bag) we will try to deduce the owner of the box. This is much more difficult than one might expect!!

7. It is critical to take good notes during the first section; if you don’t, the second part of this project will be nearly impossible.

MATERIALS

A small paint brush will be provided. 

You will need to bring the following materials from HOME to complete your dig: 

1. Spoon

2. Tweezers (if you have them)

GRADING

You will be graded on the following: 
· Completion of Personal Culture Bag
· Quality of notes about your Personal Culture Bag items
· Bag/Box Connection Sheet (this reveals your critical thinking skills!) 
· Presentation of Personal Culture Bag items
· Notes on classmates’ Personal Culture Bag items
· Completion of Artifact Shoe Box (you will be graded on how well you follow the directions above)
· Archeological Dig Analysis and Deduction Sheet
· Understanding of Archeology  (Archeology for Kids web quest)
ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES

1. Artifact Challenge: Archeologists often deduce the age of artifacts from the depth or layers in which they find them. For your artifact box, you can choose artifacts that are from different stages in your life. Put the artifacts that represent things about your early childhood on the bottom of your box. Put the artifacts that represent recent aspects of your life toward the top. If you choose this option, put a star on your post-it note when you turn in your box.

2. Archeology in the News: Check out my DP’s “projects” page for link to websites featuring articles about archeology. Choose an article, complete an article summary guide, and write a summary in your own words to share with the class. 

3. Related Read: A Bone from a Dry Sea, by Peter Dickinson. Read this book as one of your independent reading books, and write a short book review to share with the class. [image: image2.png]



PROJECT: Dirt Detectives! 
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